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GENESIS Lesson 6 – 12/09/18 

Antediluvian Patriarchs 

There are 20 chapters in Genesis that deal with genealogies, and this 

book first book of the Bible deals with the genealogies of 8 families. 

The book ends with the death of Joseph. 

Genesis 50:26: So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old: and 

they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt. 

Joseph died approximately 2369 years after God created Adam. So this 

first book of the Bible covers almost 40% of earth’s history. 

God is interested in genealogies that’s why He has so many of them 

included in the Bible. The goal is to document that there is a straight 

unbroken line from Adam to Christ. Because God in the flesh had to 

represent man as a man, otherwise He couldn’t have died on the cross 

on behalf of man. 

5:1: This is the book of the generations of Adam.  In the day that God 

created man, in the likeness of God made he him; 

The whole of the Bible centers around two books—the book of the 

generations of Adam, and the book of the generation of Jesus Christ. 

Notice the change from plural to singular. Many lines came from Adam, 

but only one line led to the Messiah. 

Matthew 1:1: The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of 

David, the son of Abraham. 

1 Corinthians 15:45: And so it is written, The first man Adam was made 

a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. 
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The first Adam brought death, the last Adam brought life. The human 

race has two sources of life: Adam gave us physical life (born of water) 

and Jesus Christ gives us spiritual life (born of the Spirit). One is in the 

image of God (Gen. 1:27) and the other is the image of God (2 Cor. 4:3-

4; Heb. 1:2-3). One gave into temptation and the other overcame 

temptation. 

References to generations in Genesis: 

Genesis 2:4: These are the generations of the heavens and of the 

earth… 

Genesis 5:1: This is the book of the generations of Adam... 

Genesis 6:9: These are the generations of Noah… 

Genesis 11:10: These are the generations of Shem… 

Genesis 11:27: Now these are the generations of Terah… 

Genesis 25:12: Now these are the generations of Ishmael… 

Genesis 25:19: And these are the generations of Isaac… 

Genesis 36:1: Now these are the generations of Esau… 

Genesis 37:2: These are the generations of Jacob… 

From Adam to Noah is one direct line. Noah had three sons, one of 

which would be the ancestor of the Messiah. Nahor (also had a 

grandson named after him) is the 7th from Shem, he had many sons, 

one of which would be part of the Messiah’s line: Terah. Terah joined 

Abraham when God called him to leave Ur. 
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5:2: Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called 

their name Adam, in the day when they were created. 

Male and female, once again, only two genders. Ladies have wondered 

why you take your husband’s name when you get married? Here is your 

answer: “…and called their name Adam…” God made it so. God never 

named Eve, he calls her by her husband’s name; it was Adam who 

named Eve. 

But our lesson this morning is on the Antediluvian patriarchs. 

1. Adam 
2. Seth 
3. Enos 
4. Cainan 
5. Mahalaleel 
6. Jared 
7. Enoch 
8. Methuselah 
9. Lamech 
10. Noah 
 
We are not going to all the ages and the verses in this chapter, but you 

will notice that everyone’s life ended with: “…and he died.” Eight times 

in chapter 5, “…and he died”, only one did not die: Enoch. Noah dies in 

chapter 9. 

You can see that from the timeline below, Adam overlapped many of 

his descendants. Adam was still alive when Lamech, Noah’s dad was 

born. 
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5:5: And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty 

years: and he died. 

Adam eventually died, just like God said he would; 5 in biblical 

numerology is the number of death. Do you think it was a coincidence 

that Adam’s death is found in Genesis 5:5? Christ has 5 wounds, had 5 

pieces of garments before He died. David collected stones when he 

faced the giant. In Acts 5:5 Ananias drops dead and Romans 5 deals 

with the death of Christ and Adam. And there is a lot more… 

One more thing you notice about the this chapter is the longevity of 

people before the flood, they lived a lot longer. They lived nearly one 
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thousand years! And it was only after the flood that men’s longevity 

started getting less and less. 

5:22: And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three 

hundred years, and begat sons and daughters:  

5:23: And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five 

years:  

5:24: And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. 

Enoch was the first man to skip death; he was the first man to be 

raptured. He is a type of the believers who will experience the rapture. 

He was raptured because he pleased God. He is the only antediluvian 

patriarch that the Bible has much to say. 

Hebrews 11:5: By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see 

death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before 

his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 

Jude 1:14: And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of 

these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, 

But the Bible is clear that Enoch only walked with God after his son 

Methuselah was born. 

Enoch is one of but two men of whom it is said in the Bible that he 

“walked with God.” The other is Noah, Gen. 6:9: These are the 

generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his 

generations, and Noah walked with God. 

Enoch is also one of but two men who lived on this earth that is 

recorded that he pleased God. The other is Jesus Christ, Matthew 3:17: 
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And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I 

am well pleased. 

5:27: And all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred sixty and 

nine years: and he died. 

Methuselah was the man who lived on earth the longest, 969 years, 

almost 1,000 years, almost 1/6th of earth history! 

But no matter how long you live, you will eventually die. 

God progressively shortened man's life in the “four falls of mankind,” 

first to less than 1000 years (pre-flood), then to under 500 (post-flood), 

200 (time of Abraham), and eventually to 70-80 years (Psalms 90:10). 

Science may give us a clue, as to the reason of this (longevity pre-flood) 

when atmospheric pressure in bubbles captured by tree sap is 

measured. As the tree sap rolled down the side of the tree, it captured 

the atmosphere in these air bubbles. Oxygen levels were at 35% 

compared to today’s 21% and about twice the atmospheric pressure. 

Medicine now uses hyperbaric chambers to accelerate healing (see info 

from Dr. Carl Baugh). 

Currently, the oldest living organism a Bristlecone Pine in the White 

Mountains of eastern California. It is nicknamed “Methuselah” (after 

Methuselah, the longest-lived person in the Bible). Measured by core 

samples to be about 4,700 years old. The U.S. Forest Service does not 

reveal the actual position of “Methuselah” to protect the tree. 

5:31: And all the days of Lamech were seven hundred seventy and 

seven years: and he died. 
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Once Lamech dies—777—God is ready to send the flood, God is done 

with man. Lamech dies 5 years before the flood, there’s that number 5 

again associated with death. 

The gospel in the antediluvian patriarchs. 

1. Adam: Meaning: Man. alt: Dust of the ground 

2. Seth: Meaning: Set or appointed. He set or appointed or 

replacement 

3. Enos: Meaning: mortal, frail, or miserable. Mortal man or fallen 

man or frail or subject to all kind of evil in soul & body 

4. Cainan: Meaning: Sorrow. Sorry or lamenter or possessor or 

purchaser or one that laments. 

5. Mahalaleel: Meaning: Blessed God or Praise of God 

6. Jared: Meaning: Shall come down or descent 

7. Enoch: Meaning: Teaching or dedicated or initiated or disciplined 

or well regulated.  

Note: Enoch walked with God & did not die; because he please God by 

faith; God took or translated him. He was the 7th from Adam and he is a 

type of the believer who get raptured out and never see death. 

8. Methuselah: Meaning: His death shall bring. alt: When he is dead 

it shall bring or be sent a deluge. Methuselah lived the longest of any 

man (969 years). 

9. Lamech: Meaning: Despairing or powerful 

10. Noah: Meaning: Comfort from our labor (Gen. 5:29) 



8 
 

Now let’s put all this together: 

The gospel message in Adam’s genealogy: 

Man is appointed to mortal sorrow; but the Blessed God shall come 

down teaching that His death shall bring the despairing comfort. 

The Sons of God 

6:1: And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of 

the earth, and daughters were born unto them, 

6:2: That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were 

fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose. 

6:3: And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for 

that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty 

years. 

6:4: There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, 

when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they 

bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of 

old, men of renown. 

Verse 2 introduces one of the most difficult passages to interpret in the 

OT and a passage that has caused much dispute among 

fundamentalists. 

And it has to with the identity of the sons of God. Who were these sons 

of God? It is the first time they are mentioned in the Bible. 

They are important because the Holy Spirit thought it a worthwhile 

mention and these “sons of God” are tied to the decision god makes in 

destroying the earth with a flood. 
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One interpretation commonly held is that this passage deals with the 

marriages between the sons of God and daughters of men refer to the 

union of believers with unbelievers. First, it is supposed that these 

“sons of God” were the godly descendants of Seth. There is no mention 

that Seth was godly, only that men called upon the Lord after Enos, 

Seth’s son, was born (Gen. 4:26). Secondly, it is supposed that the 

“daughters of men” refer to the ungodly descendants of Cain. Thirldy, it 

is supposed that God’s destruction of the earth was due to the fact that 

the godly line failed to keep their separation from the ungodly line. 

But keep in mind that after Adam, all men who followed him were born 

in the image of Adam, with the fallen nature. 

Gn. 5:3: And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in 

his own likeness, after his image; and called his name Seth: 

If this were the case the ungodly were limited to men and the godly 

were limited to women; now that would fly in today’s society, but the 

passage doesn’t say this. Those who hold to this interpretation do so, 

but the alternate interpretation is too difficult to accept. 

If this theory were true, if these “sons of God” were believers, then they 

all, aside from Noah, perished in the Flood, but 2 Peter 2:5 states 

otherwise, that the flood was brought “…upon the world of the 

unglodly.” It seems outside of God’s character that this sin should have 

been visited with such a fearful judgment; study the pattern of the 

Israelites, who constant were marrying and giving in marriage with the 

inhabitants of Canaan, which was forbidden by God (Deut. 7:3). Both 

Rahab and Ruth were part of the Messiah’s line. 
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Also, how would explain the union between the Sethites and Cainites 

produced giants? Do saved people who marry the unsaved beget 

giants? 

I believe these “sons of God” do not refer to the believers of that age, 

but to the fallen angels. And we have proved that these “sons of God” 

were here before God made man. 

Job 38:4: Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? 

declare, if thou hast understanding. 

Job 38:7: When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of 

God shouted for joy? 

These “sons of God are present when Satan appears before God during 

his efforts to destroy Job. 

Job 1:6: Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present 

themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them. 

Job 2:1: Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present 

themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them to 

present himself before the LORD. 

These are clearly not men, for they are in the presence of God and 

Satan is among them, they are connected with; this clearly a scene 

occurring in heaven. These “sons of God” is clearly a reference to 

angels. 

When the Bible says “angels” it never distinguished whether the 

reference is to the fallen angels or to the holy angels. 
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Jude 1:6: And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their 

own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness 

unto the judgment of the great day. 

These “sons of God,” then, appear to be angels who left their own 

habitation, came down to earth, and cohabited with the daughters of 

men. 

Angles have the ability to transform themselves into men. Hebrews 

13:2: Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have 

entertained angels unawares. 

Why then did these angels thus “sin” and left their habitation only to be 

bound in chains? And I believe this happened after the flood. 

Do you remember Genesis 3:15? When said that the woman’s seed 

would bruise his head? Well, Satan knows God, and as soon as children 

were born to Eve, he immediately sought to frustrate this purpose of 

God. He would do all he could to prevent his “Bruiser” from entering 

this world. Satan sought to destroy the possibility of Messiah ever 

coming by polluting man’s seed. 

And this effort did end with the flood, Satan again sought to destroy 

the Abrahamic stock, by moving Pharaoh to seek the destruction of all 

the male children (Ex. 1:15, 16). 

The reference in Jude 6 to the angels leaving their own habitation 

points to and corresponds with these “sons of God” (angels) coming in 

to the daughters of men in order to destroy the human race by 

producing a race of “monstrosities” as Pink puts it. 
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Satan nearly succeeded, and this is evident from the fact, that with the 

exception of one family (Noah’s) “all flesh had corrupted his way upon 

the earth” (Gen 6:12). 

“There were giants in the earth in those days.” The Hebrew word for 

“giants” here is Nephilim, which means “fallen ones” a reference to the 

fallen angels. 

Now, some argue that angels cannot marry and will quote Matt. 22:30, 

which says, “For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in 

marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.” 

This could be valid had our Lord said, “in the resurrection they neither 

marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God” and 

stopped there. But Jesus added a qualifying clause about the angels: He 

said “as the angels of God in heaven.” The last two words make all the 

difference. The angels in heaven neither marry nor are they given in 

marriage. But the angels referred to in Genesis 6 as the “sons of God” 

were no longer in heaven: as Jude 6 tells us “they left their own 

habitation.” 

Matt. 24:37: But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of 

the Son of man be. To what extent we will see a repeat of Genesis 6, I 

do not know, but do you ever wonder why all this talk lately about 

aliens and being visited by aliens? 

But God in His mercy allowed 120 years to pass from when He decided 

to pass judgement and when the judgement came. Unfortunately only 

Noah and his family went into the Ark. The rest perished. Imagine 

having a ministry like that of Noah. 

Next week we look at the flood. 


